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ZUZOUNIKBNSHIN 

255 ACTS, 28 VOLUMES. THE MEIJI 
SWORPSMAN ROMANTIC STORY, TOLP OVER 
APPROXIMATELY FIVE ANP A HALF YEARS, 
COMES TO AN ENP. 

TO THE EPITORIAL PEPARTMENT WHO 
CONSTANTLY BACKEP ME UP, MY EPITOR 
WHO HAS PERSISTENTLY TAKEN CARE OF 
ME SINCE BEFORE MY PEBUT, THE PAPER- 
BACK MANGA ANP PUBLISHING PEOPLE FOR 
WHOM I KEPT CAUSING TROUBLE, ALL THE 
ASSISTANTS WHO STAYEP BY MY SIPE 
THROUGH THE HARP TIMES, ANP THE REAP¬ 
ERS WHO HAVE THIS BOOK IN HANP NOW... 

THANK YOU ALU SO VBRY MUCH!! 


Rurouni Kenshin, which has found 
fans not only in Japan but around 
the world, first made its appearance 
in 1992, as an original short story in 
Weekly Shonen Jump Special. Later 
rewritten and published as a regular, 
continuing Jump series in 1994, 
Rurouni Kenshin ended serialization 
in 1999 but continued in popularity, 
as evidenced by the 2000 publication 
of Yahiko no Sakabato ("Yahiko's 
Reversed-Edge Sword") in Weekly 
Shonen Jump. His most current work, 
Buso Renkin ("Armored Alchemist"), 
began publication in June 2003, also 
in Jump. 
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Once lie was hitokin. an assas¬ 
sin. callod Bailosai. Ills name 
was legend among (lie pro- 
imperialist or “patriot” war¬ 
riors who launched the Meiji 
Era. Wow, llimura Kensliin is 
rurounu a wanderer, and car¬ 
ries a reversed-edge sakabatb 
blade, vowing to never kill 
another soul. 

Those with grudges against 
Battdsai have gathered to take 
their revenge. To make matters 
worse, Kensliin finds out that 
the mastermind of this new 
attack is Enishi, the brother of 
Kenshin’s deceased wife Tomoe— 
who died at Kenshin’s own 
hand. And yet Kensliin decides 
to fight in order to protect the 
present, and begins by telling 
his friends of his past. 



Takani Megumi 



Vlakimaelii Vlisao 


□□□□□ESQ 

Enishi and his crew appear midair above the Kamiya dojo 
in hot air balloons. In the midst of the battle that follows, 
Enishi murders Kaoru. Overwhelmed by the guilt of not 
saving Kaoru, Kensliin exiles himself to the “Fallen 
Village.” However, the others discover that Kaoru’s hotly 
is actually one of the “corpse dolls” created by Gein. 
Kaoru has been spirited away to the island in Tokyo bay 
that Enislii’s organization uses as a relay point. When a 
friend must beg Kensliin for help, he is finally able to real¬ 
ize the truth he holds within himself, a truth he cannot 
abandon. Kenshin sets out with his six comrades to rescue 
Kaoru, but upon reaching the island. Woo Ileishin and his 
Sii-shin bodyguards are waiting to challenge them. Four 
battles commence—Saito vs. Scirvu. Aoshi vs. Suzaku, 
Sanosukc vs. Bvakko anti Yahiko vs. Genbu—and are won 
by Kenshin’s allies. Then Kaoru appears, and in front of 
the now-complete audience, the duel between Enishi and 
Kenshin begins. Enislii’s strength has increased since his 
attack on the dojo, but Kenshin is fortified by the power 
of the truth he has discovered. Enwavering, Kenshin faces 
Enislii’s Kyokoimyaku (Frenzied Nerves) with his ow n 
H'Yiimoison (Dragon How l Strike)... 



VI,vojin Yaltiko 


Sagara Sanosukc 


Yiikisliiro Enishi 





r!i llimura KcnsliinW 
(Hitokiri Bailosai) 


Kantiva Kaoru 



Shinomori Aoshi 



Saito Hajintc 
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the ultrasonic 

DRAGON HOWL 
CREATED WHEN 
THE HILT HITS 
THE SHEATH 
BLASTS INTO AN 
OPPONENT'S EAR, 
TEMPORARILY 
STUNNING HIS 
AUDITORY NERVE. 






















































































IWL 



YOU HAVE 
ALREAOY 
POBBFD 





















HOWEVER, THERE 
WAS ABOUT A 
10-DAY DELAY UNTIL 
IT ACTUALLY HIT , 
THE STANDS, SO ' 
IT LACKED A FEELING 
OF CLOSURE. 

...WATSUKI, 

BEING / 

COOKED 1 

ALIVE. 


THANKS 
FOR YOUR 
HARD 
WORK! 


£V\S0V)t \ 

*&MlB 
& MtB 

« gmnbk* 


X MONTH, 
X DAY. 
FINISHED 
WRITING 
RURO-KEN. 


MY BODY WAS 
FREE, BUT MY 
MIND WAS 
STILL NERVOUS. 
THEREFORE... 


I CHOSE THE KENSHIN \ 

RISING KADEN JOB WILL I-WAS 

ZAN (UEP START SOON, DETER- 
SYSTEMS) SO I SHOULD ) MINED 
PLAY NOW.../ TO PLAY 


BUT... 


rnn surprise! 

| U THE CASE 
JU5 IS THERE, 
_ BUT 

NOT THE 
CONTENTS!! 


WATSUKI U4UJl 
CONTINUES ^ 
TO BE 

COOKEDfJfi* 

a i u/ci 
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SISTER// 
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Act 250—Smile Once More 









Act 250 


Smile Once More 
















































































































































I WANT TO 
SUPPORT HIM 



The Secret Life of Characters (53) 

—Yukishiro Enishi— 

His model or concept is “revenge.” 

Shisliio, (lie Iasi boss from (lie Kvolo episodes, was the manic-type w ho 
kepi going higher and higher and higher. So I wanted to make Enishi (he 
depressive type, who kepi falling deeper and deeper and deeper. Bill 
Sliisliio's influence remained, and so Enishi was sort of wishy-washy. Now 
I t-an see llial Enishi has ‘‘“obsession” in bis bear!, fit for (lie Terminator¬ 
like character Watsuki has wanted to depict. If instead of (lie Six Comrades 
vs. Kensliin and friends it had been Enishi vs. Kensliin and friends, and he 
fought against Aoslii, Saito. Saonsukc. Yaliiko and (hen got to Kensliin even 
after being seriously injured. Enishi would have been a more attractive 
character. But that is all hindsight. Crap. Enislti's obsessive personality, 
his admiration of Tomoe and grudge against Kenshin, is actually a reflection 
of Walsuki's dark side. (However, Watsuki does not have an older sister, 
and no one to take revenge on). This aspect was also designed to be the 
opposite of Shisliio. Shisliio lias ipialities Watsuki likes about himself, so 
Enishi in contrast is a projection of tpialities Watsuki hates about himself... 

While draw ing Enishi, I fell into bouts of self-disgust. However, Enishi is a 
character I have some attachment to. Like Tomoe. I would like to have 
him reborn in another work. When that time comes, he will be the best 
Terminator-type character ever! 

People often guess Itasara from Macross 7 as the design model for Enishi. 
Sometimes I hear Vash from Trigun by Ylaitow Yasiiliiro-scfiscf. lint both 
are incorrect. If I say it in one breath, it is, ““A slightly deviant, white- 
haired, pointy-liaired, handsome young man, appearing in a fancy Kamijo 
Atushi-sensef-like manga.” (So there is no specific model). Of course, 
Walsuki's inadeipiate art skill was unable to draw' (his correctly. Models 
are strictly models. He has been converted to my style, and had sunglasses 
added since lie's in the mafia, shady Chinese clothing since he's from (lie 
continent, and (lie half cape from Gambit in A-.Wen A.O.A., completing 
Enishi. I think this is actually one of the better designs, but he was a bit loo 
handsome for a final boss, in my honest opinion. I am a bit tired of draw ing 
the handsome types. ^ 














BY THE TIME WE 
REACHED TOKYO BAY, 
YUKISHIRO ENISHI HAD 
DISAPPEARED FROM 
THE BOAT. WITH 
TOMOE'S DIARY... 













v^y u/ 















PRACTITIONER 
OF HITEN 

MITSURUGI-RYU. SO 
HE MUST BE BUILT 
DIFFERENTLY. / 















Act 251 

Hurry Go 
Round 



65 










































HE PAYS, 
AND STARTS 
TO SMILE 


HIMSELF, 
THE TOMOE 
IN HIS HEART 
WILL NEVER/ 

















































































“FREE TALK” 


Tin* Iasi «*pisode of I In* Jino hu arc is "Hurry Go Round.'* This title was 
borrowed front a song in hide's album. Ja, Zoo. I originally acquired this 
CD in order to listen to a TV anime theme song, and it also has this song on 
it. After listening to it, it seemed to fit well with Enislti and Battosai (not 
keusliin). so 1 made it the Jinoliu are theme song without permission. 
Towards the end. ■ was listening to it frequently, hide passed away soon 
after I discovered him, so I am very disappointed. 


So, the Jinohn are... I have finally been able to row my way to the end. If 
anyone asks if it was good, I won't have a clear alswcr, but I do feel good 
about having written it. 


I wrote the Jinohn episodes in a different mode than the Kyoto episodes, 
which were aimed at entertaining boys. Actually, the Kyoto episodes were 
in a mode that was suggested by my editor in the middle of production. The 
original Iturouni Konshin was supposed to he along the lines of the Jinohn 
episodes. But after the Kyoto episodes, Watsuki realized the pleasure he 
gets from w riting a slionen manga. As a result, my mind and senses clashed 
in the Jineliii episode, resulting in some incomplete areas. 

One of the joys of a manga artist is writing wliat he thinks is entertaining, 
but the sense of what is entertaining changes as a work progresses. Yet I 
was unable to adapt the work to this change in perception. It's been five 
and a half years, hut I am still very immature. 


ttnronni Konshin will conclude here*. There were ideas for a Hokkaido 
episode, a sequel. But I wanted to start a new series and have the fans 
read it, and thought that would he best, rather than continuing on with 
this work. The editors allowed me this wise decision, and so that's liow 
things went. 


This is very close to selfishness on Watsuki's part, so I shouldn't talk too 
much, but please give me your support. 


I will work hard on my next series. 






Act 252 

































AT TIMES. 
THE FLOW OF 
PEOPLE 
TURNS INTO 
A ROARING 
CURRENT: 















HEY SHINICHI 
WHAT AN 
IMPUDENT 


BUT WEREN'T 
YOU FILLED 






















































































































irs OKAY. 
A LOT HAS 
HAPPENED 





















































































IF YOU CAN 
WAIT A LITTLE. 
I'LL PREPARE 
BREAKFAST 
.RIGHT AWAY. 
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■ F|| 


...WE HEARD 
THE NEWS 
THAI "FUJITA 
GORO” MOVED 
OUT OF CHIEF 
URAMURA'S 
DEPARTMENT. 


THIS WAS 
HOW THE 
LAST WOLF 
WITH FANGS 
DISAPPEARED 
FROM SIGHT 
FOREVER... 











8>\sobt 1 

»6A*K® 

GAKKBVV 

h 6A^\wr 


NOT CLEANING 
MY ROOM ON A 
REGULAR BASIS 
BITES ME 
IN THE BUTT. 


( ARGH... \ RISING ZAN 
) MY \ CD-ROM 
\ SAMURAI DISAPPEARS... 
(GUNMAN.../ 

y * 


LETS PLAY, 
TO HEAL 
FROM BEING 
COOKED 
ALIVE. 


/OH WELL, 

NEXT IS ZrT 
TO HEART ( LATEF > 
(AQUAPLUS). V 


BUT DOES 
THIS MEAN 
I'VE COME OUT 
IN THE MANGA 
VOLUMES ABOUT 
THIS THING? 

V ARRRRGH! 


I CAN 

UNDERSTAND 
WHY THE 
ASSISTANTS 
AND FRIENDS 
GAVE ME 
DIRT/ LOOKS... 





I DIDN'T FEEL 
IT SO MUCH 
WHEN I WAS 
WORKING 
HARD ON 
THE SERIES, 
BUT ITS SO 
EMBARRASSING 
TO TRY TO 
PLAY THIS 
GIRL GAME 
WHEN I'M 


( I MIGHT \ 
/ COMMIT \ 
SUICIDE IF 
( PEOPLE SEE 
[ME PLAYING 
\ THIS... J 
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Act 253 

Early Spring 




Sunshine 
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IF VOU SENSE 
IANYTHING WRONG 
/ WITH YOUR 
i BODY, PLEASE 
\ CONTACT 
\ ME HERE. 
























































































ENSObtS 
"TONS 
CHA 
CHA 

4 CHA“ 


SELECTION AND MAIL 
ORDER OPTIONS 
HAVE INCREASED flfl 
RECENTLY, MAKING IT PLl 
QUITE EASY TO ACQUIRE 
TOYS. BUT I REALLY ENJOY 
HOLDING TOYS IN MY HAND 
BEFORE BUYING THEM. 



* huge X MONTH 
bouIht x DAY, I 
- for WENT OUT 
f S (¥° P Sof ON A CHAIN 
TOY STORE 
S. TRIP. 


I ALSO GOT 
THE IRON 
GIANT, 
WHICH IS 
FAMOUS 
IN TOWN. / 


\ TODAY 
I GOT 
> SPAWN 
SERIES 14. 


AFTER RUNNING 
AROUND FOR A 
v— x DAY, I GOT 
When A WHAT I 
'was busy! WANTED. 

) IT WAS MY 

DREAM TO ' 

SLEEP ALL-I 

\ day.. 


I ALSO GOT 
GETTER AND SOME 
SMALL TOYS HERE < 
AND THERE. &A 
(WHEN WILL I ^ 
GET MY COMPLETE 
TRANSFORMING 

6ETTEB » 
...GRADUALLY 
BECOMING 
MORE AND MORE 
CHILDISH. 

I’M A 

NO-GOOD i 
PERSON. J 



W IS0T 

CP GUNDAM 
(BANDAI) 
AND 

TO HEART 
(YUJIN) 
FOR 

\ "GACHAPON." 

IN THE END, 
THE TOY 
(FIGURE) 
INFLUENCE 
MADE ME 
PLAY WITH 
SOME CLAY... 




BUT MY BODY WAS 
SO OUT OF SHAPE, I 
STAYED IN BED THE 
NEXT TWO DAYS 
BECAUSE MY LEGS 
HURT SO MUCH. 
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...AND THERE 
ARE NO SIGNS 
THAT HE HAS 
RETURNED TO 
THE GOROTSUKI 
> LONG HOUSE. 
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mas 

wr 

V 

?\VAAL 

. k , S>\S0DE 
"THAVAK 

OCTOBER XTH, (Y 

j RURO-KEN HAS (/ 

ENDED, AND I AM 

AT PEACE IN BOTH ^ ^ 

BODY AND SOUL — 

BIT MORE 

^ SERIOUS 

(LyS& IN THE END. 

I HADN'T KEPT ( TA ™\? \ | 

IN TOUCH, SO I V 1 

THOUGHT I'D \ 

BE ABANDONED /—1 TETSU? ) 
i BY NOW AMICHI-V WOW!! / 

i ) MOTO-V / 

j KUN! /- 

f HINOKI 
|SAN? YE/ 
SOME- 
\TIME— 

0 j 

'h) f £& } ™ NK 

J .ter) A V LL U MV 

friends 

^ WHO 

f^ygJV CALLED ME. 

WE WORK AT ( AA-SENSEI, \ 

DIFFERENT V FUJA-SENSEI, ) 

PLACES, BUT [ REAGUMI. | 

THOSE WHO ARE A. THANK YOU J 
PASSIONATE / N. ALL! S 

1 ABUU 1 / you, EDITOR. ] H tHOUG' 

CREATIVITY ARE 1 thanks, J usUALL 

COMRADES!! V 0 sa™' / iCANH 

WlliSk-x 

V ITO-SENSEI, J '. u .. ,“ L 
Lo \THANK YOU! J WHO 

H f^^^^CONGRATU- 

latedme. 

RURO-KEN AND S X \ 
WATSUKI WOULD ( I AM V 
HAVE BEEN LONG / SO VERY 
GONE WITHOUT l SORRY... 1 
THE READERS' ([ 

SUPPORT. 1 

; A 

M 

y 

/ /'*WAs\ AND FINALLY, 

1 UN dpdi v T0 J THANK YOU TO 

1 / TO MOST EVERYONE WHO 
l OF THE / STUCK IT OUT 
^LETTTRS/WITH RURO-KEN! 

IF 

POSSIBLE, ^J^NAS 

epp YOU 2000 HITS, 

J icc yuu WATSUKI WILL 

IN THE BE WORKING 

! NEXT ON THE 

1 SERIES!! next SERIES. 


THE REST OF 1999 WILL BE 
SPENT WITH RURO-KEN 
RELATED WORK, SUCH 

AS KEN5HIN KAOEN, 

SO PLEASE CONTINUE 

TO SUPPORT ME. 


BUT... MY HANDWRITING IS SO MESSY... MAYBE I’LL GO TAKE LESSONS. 
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Act 255 (Finale) 


Toward a Mew Era 


a 





























































IF IfS ABOUT 
ADDING MORE 
























EVEN THOUGH 
HE CAN'T USE 
HITEN MITSURUGI- 
RVOANY MORE, 
HE IS STILL 
THE LEGENDARY 
SWORDSMAN... 





























































































































The Secret Life of Characters (54) 

—Himnra Kenji and the rest 
in the 15 th year of Meiji— 

Ken ji*s |ii'i'snn;ililv model ran be drscribrd with one word—.stupid. He's 
basically equivalent to lori. Kenji only exists to be Krnsliin and Kaoru's 
son. anti is so cliche that I put liim in thinking, “Cliche or not. lie must be in 
there!! Right?!*' Watsuki is not twisted enough to put negative elements in 
the ideal family, you there. (Who there?) 

Later, Kenji reveals his thoroughbred bloodline. Even w ithout seeing it, 
he masters lliten Mitsurugi-ryu moves just from hearing about them. His 
personality becomes a bit twisted, as common with many geniuses, becoming 
more cynical than Saito, and more self-centered than Shishio. Eventually, he 
becomes rivals with Mytfjin Shiny a. Yaliiko and Tsiibamc*s son, fighting over 
lliten Mitsurugi-ryii and the sakabatii. This is the story that pops into my 
head, but I will probably never do a manga about it. 

In terms of design, hc*s just as it is stated in the work, a small Kensliin. Just 
to touch on some other characters, I cut Konshin's hair off. which was some¬ 
thing I've wanted to try. I was planning to make it a little hit shorter, but I 
thought people might think it looked like Multi or Aoi from To Heart, so I 
didn't. 

Kaoru looked like a different person without the ponytail, but did not look 
like a mom with the old hairstyle, so after thinking about it for a while, it 
turned into the simple solution that you sec. 

Yaliiko turned into a cool guy and people will think “I want to see a story 
with Yaliiko as the main character!" Roughly speaking, Yaliiko is about 
Kensliin's height, and about .Sanosuke's attitude. I am happy to have many 
readers notice the small kanji character for aku (—evil**) on his clothing. 

I had the same aim of “I want to read the story w here Tsuliamc is the 
heroine!" with Tsubanie, so ■ made her as cute as possible. The maid outfit 
was originally for my next work, but the current trend of having more 
maids than you can swing a stick at made me think it would be out of style 
by the time I used it, which is w hy I put it in now', just for fun (though it is 
supposed to be a waitress outfit). 

The characters I could not show due to page restrictions, such as Sanosukc. 
Meguini. Misao. Aoslii. and Saito. will be revealed in Kensliin Kailen. Please 
look forward to it! 






Meteor Strike 


This is a short story I wrote a while bark, as one of the projects for Jump 
authors. It was a short story right in the middle of writing for the series, 
so I tried my hardest to make it the best possible work with the laek of will 
power, energy, and preparation... But the self-disgust 1 tumbled into, honest¬ 
ly. made me uant to quit drawing manga. I had sworn to never let this work 
see the light of the day, but due to the page eount of this volume, we ended 
up using it. So, after reading it over, it relaxed me in a niee way. Although 
it may not deserve a superb seore, it seems like it's not that had. either. (Of 
eoursc, if 1 had had one more week and 15 more pages, I would have been 
happier.) 

There are three points to this story. First is the “Meteor.” This was an 
idea I've had for a long time, and this was actually one of the strongest 
candidates for the new series after ftiiro-ften. It's only touched oil in the 
story, but meteors are the most energetic natural phenomena, and the 
astronomical events closest to us, so I've always thought about using them. 
Then this short story project came up. and 1 turned it into a 31 page 
“Meteor Strike." Since the end of the world predicted by Nostradamus has 
passed, and Hollywood has put out many movies with this lliemc. I don't 
think 1*11 be able to use it for a while. But I still personally like meteors, 
and plan to use them sometime. The second point is the “white gloved kid." 
White gloves are sort of plain and not cool at all, but they give off a sense 
of strength, making them one of Watsuki's favorites. I've always wanted 
the main character to have a pair when I write a story set in the present. 
Sliinya is a character I made up on the spot, making him a bit too honest, 
and his personality overlaps with Kensliin's, which I regret a little. I 
wanted to put a little more flavor into him. The third point is “Girl with a 
construction site helmet." The helmet seems masculine by default, so a girl 
(in a school uniform) wearing it made it somehow good, making me think, 

“I must get this in!" Walsuki creates heroines that make his taste at the 
time obvious. Chiho was created with the sliojo theme of the moment when 
a boy's maturity outgrows the girl's, but it did not work out so well. So in 
the end, a lot wasn't w hat I wanted it to be. But I really enjoyed drawing 
Chiho’s very helpful nature. 

“Meteor Strike” was written in the midst of the struggle of writing Kuro- 
Iten. It has some different flavors than If iii-k-Kcii. making me think it will 
be a great example, allowing me to look at my new work in a levelheaded 
manner. 
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ms it 

IMPOSSIBLE 
TO ATTEMPT... 




























































Thank you for reading until the very end. Rurouni 
Ron shin —Mefji S\\ ortlsman Romantic Story ends 
here. 

This series started with the objective to “continue 
for 30 weeks. I will do my best in that time, and 
learn what I can. using it for my next series." But it 
ended up lasting five and a half years, or seven years 
if you start counting from the short story. 

Many things have happened during publication. I 
received an overwhelming amount of mail. Volume 
one sold out in a blink, and a reprint was issued right 
away. A CD book was made, and the anime version. I 
took ten pills at a time to stay awake, and almost 
passed out. There was a parting of ways with the first 
chief assistant due to a difference of opinions, and 
getting depressed after that, and fleeing from work. 

But deadlines forced me to come back three hours 
later to finish the work, and cry afterward. I spent 
endless time thinking about the fine line between 
plagiarism and inspiration, and the difference between 
an amateur and a professional. I spoke to many other 
artists, and got excited, or got depressed. And there was 
the joy and grief of the survey ranking. And finally, I 
decided when to end the series. A lot happened, but 
everything was something 1 “learned from." 

I’ll use what I learned on the next project, so I can 
learn some more! I will try my hardest. 




Finally, a professionals work is simultaneously 
art and merchandise. Because it is merchandise, 
the buyer is free to enjoy it in whatever way they 
want. People can read it as a time-killer on the 
way to work/school, throw it away when they get 
tired of it, sell it to the used book store... It*s all up 
to the buyer. 

However, Watsuki hopes Rurouni Kcnshin — iff eiji 
Swordsman Romantic Story has a long life in a 
corner of your bookshelf, though I know this is 
part of the author’s ego. 


If it becomes like the manga Watsuki bought during 
his childhood which still remains on his bookshelf, 
there could be no greater happiness. 


A day in October, 1999, from the studio. 

Nobuhfro Watsuki 



GLOSSARY of the RESTORATION 

A brief guide to select Japanese terms used in Rurouni Kenshin. Note that, both here and within the story 
itself, all names are Japanese style-i.e., last or "family" name first, with personal or "given" name following. 
This is both because Kenshin is a "period" story, as well as to decrease confusion-if we were to take the 
example of Kenshin's sakabato and "reverse" the format of the historically established assassin-name 
"Hitokiri Battosai," for example, it would make little sense to then call him "Battosai Himura." 


Hiten Mitsurugi-ryu 

Kenshin's sword technique, used 
more for defense than offense. An 
"ancient style that pits one against 
many," it requires exceptional speed 
and agility to master. 

hitokiri 

An assassin. Famous swordsmen of 
the period were sometimes thus 
known to adopt "professional" 
names—Kawakami Gensai, for 
example, was also known as 
"Hitokiri Gensai." 

Ishin Shishi 

Loyalist or pro-imperialist patriots who 
fought to restore the Emperor to his 
ancient seat of power 

jinchu 

Hitokiri were fond of the word tenchu, 
or "judgment from the heavens," 
which expressed their belief that judg¬ 
ment lay in their hands. Enishi calls his 
form of revenge jinchu, meaning that if 
the heavens won't cast judgment on 
Kenshin, he will with his own brand of 
justice. 

Kamiya Kasshin-ryu 

Sword-arts or kenjutsu school estab¬ 
lished by Kaoru's father, who rejected 
the ethics of Satsujin-ken for 
Katsujin-ken 

Katsujin-ken 

"Swords that give life"; the sword-arts 
style developed over ten years by 
Kaoru's father and founding principle 
of Kamiya Kasshin-ryu 

Kawakami Gensai 

Real-life, historical inspiration for the 
character of Himura Kenshin 


aku 

Kanji character for "evil," worn by 
Sanosuke as a remembrance of his 
beloved, betrayed Captain Sagara and 
the Sekiho Army 

Bakumatsu 

Final, chaotic days of the Tokugawa 
regime 

castella 

Sponge cake said to be of Portuguese 
origin 

-chan 

Honorific. Can be used either as a 
diminutive (e.g., with a small child— 
"Little Hanako or Kentaro"), or with 
those who are grown, to indicate affec¬ 
tion ("My dear..."). 

-dono 

Honorific. Even more respectful than 
-san ; the effect in modern-day 
Japanese conversation would be 
along the lines of "Milord So-and- 
So." As used by Kenshin, it indicates 
both respect and humility. 

Edo 

Capital city of the Tokugawa Bakufu; 
renamed Tokyo ("Eastern Capital") after 
the Meiji Restoration 

Himura Kenshin 

Kenshin's "real" name, revealed to 
Kaoru only at her urging 





Satsujin-ken 

"Swords that give death"; a style of 
swordsmanship rejected by Kaoru's 
father 

Shinsengumi 

Elite, notorious, government-sanc¬ 
tioned and exceptionally skilled 
swordsman-supporters of the military 
government (Bakufu) which had ruled 
Japan for nearly 250 years, the 
Shinsengumi ("newly selected 
corps") were established in 1863 to 
suppress the loyalists and to restore 
law and order to the blood-soaked 
streets of Kyoto 

shogun 

Feudal military ruler of Japan 
shogunate 

See Tokugawa Bakufu 

"Swift Death to Evil!" 

Although there is some debate on 
who originated the term (some say it 
was the personal slogan of Saito 
Hajime; others hold it to be a more 
general motto of the Shinsengumi 
itself), a more liberal translation of 
"Aku • Soku • Zan" might be "Evil 
Unto Evil"...where, in this case, the 
"evil" would be beheading, or death. 

Tokugawa Bakufu 

Military feudal government which 
dominated Japan from 1603 to 1867 

Tokyo 

The renaming of “Edo" to "Tokyo" is 
a marker of the start of the Meiji 
Restoration 

wato 

Enishi's trademark weapon; along 
with its accompanying martial-art 
Watojutsu, Enishi's wato combines 
the speed and sharpness of a 
Japanese blade with the power and 
grace of the continent 


-kun 

Honorific. Used in the modern day 
among male students, or those who 
grew up together, but another 
usage—the one you're more likely to 
find in Rurouni Kenshin —is the 
"superior-to-inferior" form, intended 
as a way to emphasize a difference in 
status or rank, as well as to indicate 
familiarity or affection. 

Kyoto 

Home of the Emperor and imperial 
court from A.D. 794 until shortly after 
the Meiji Restoration in 1868 

loyalists 

Those who supported the return of 
the Emperor to power; Ishin Shishi 

Meiji Restoration 

1853-1868; culminated in the collapse 
of the Tokugawa Bakufu and the 
restoration of imperial rule. So called 
after Emperor Meiji, whose chosen 
name was written with the characters 
for "culture and enlightenment." 

patriots 

Another term for Ishin Shishi... and, 
when used by Sano, not a flattering one 

rurouni 

Wanderer, vagabond 

sakabato 

Reversed-edge sword (the dull edge 
on the side the sharp should be, and 
vice versa); carried by Kenshin as a 
symbol of his resolution never to kill 
again 

-sama 

Honorific. The respectful equivalent of 
-san, -sama is used primarily in 
addressing persons of much higher 
rank than one's self...or, in a romantic 
sense, in addressing those upon 
whom one is crushing, wicked hard. 

-san 

Honorific. Carries the meaning of 
"Mr.," "Ms.," "Miss," etc., but used 
more extensively in Japanese than its 
English equivalent (note that even an 
enemy may be addressed as “-san"). 
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